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SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGliLATlON
BEfORE TilE BOARD OFEXAl\lI~ERS FOR TilE LICENSURE OF PROFESSI01'OAL

COU""SEL(ms, J\JARlUAGE A~D FAMILY THERAPISTS, A!'iD PSYCHO-
EDueA nONAL SPECIALISTS

IX THE MATTER OF:

MARY S. ClJl\ll\lI:"1G, I~tl.f).
License No. LPC.S314 PC

O1E#2011-19

Res nden!.

CONSENT AGREF.l\If:NT

By agreement of the State Board of Examiners fm the Licensure of Professional
Counselors, Marriage and Family Th~'fapisIS,and Psycho-Educational Specialists of South
Carolina [hereinafter "the Board"] and the above-named Respondent. the following disposition
of this maIler is euk'reU pursuant 10 the pmvi,ions of S,C Code Ann. ~ ].23-320(1) (1976, as
amended), in lieu of, inter alia, a hearing hefore a hearing officer or panel appointed by the
Comrni •• ion. Respondent, adrnitling the allegation, herein and agreeing to the sanctions as set
lorth below, agree.' to waive the allthorization, filing, and service of a Fonnal Complaint and
toneal hearing procedures.

FINDI~GS Oli' FAer

L Itespondent is a citizen and resident of South Carolina who is a licensed professional
eoun8elor in minois. Respondent admits that she is licensed to practice as a Licensed
Professional Counselor in the Stale of South Carolina as of August 17, 2011 and the
Bomd has jurisdiction over this matter.

2. On or about January 2011, before Resp'lndent received her counselor license, she
received a Cea,,' and Desist Orde, for her representation and pmctice as a Licensed
Professional Counselor in the State of South Carolina.

3, R~pondent admits Ihat ,he has comm;t1ed misconduct by engaging in the following acts:

a. Respondent admil8 that in 2010 she represented hcrsel( in part, a, lhat of a
Licensed Professional Counselor, when in fact her application lor a license in the
State of South Carolina had ycl to be approved by the Board.

b. On Complainant's first visil, Respondent gave her a business card that Slated she
was a licensed pmfe8sional counselor and listed her South Carolina address and
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"The Family Doctor" a, the ['><:alion.This was misleading because at the time,
Respondent was Jic'"''II,cdonly in Illinois,

b. Respondo:nt admit, that on June 29, July 6, July 12, August 21, September 4, and
Septemher 9, 20 I0, she billed complainant for "individual p'ycholhcmpy.'"

Respondent .lates that she has been representing herself individually as a
mediator. However, the letterhead for her bu"iness, "The Family Docwr" ,tates
"TIle Family Doctor Marriage/Faro ily Counseling Addictions Counselillg,"

d. Respondent had complainam sign a release that provided her business was in the
process of "btaining licensure, but failed to di,c1os~ that Resp<:llldent individually
lacked a license to practice a, a Licensed Professional Counselor. Respondent',
release wa, misleading because Soulb Carolina doe, not license counseling
facilities; ralber the State only license, individuals.

d. On March 16,2011, Respondent was named as the counselor for co-parenting
sc.\,;on, in a Final Agreement for a child custody '-'1St adjudicated ;n Greenville
County Family Court. The order provides in part' "'vIother and father shall have.

counseling session with Dr. :\.1aryCumming until the counselor.. ." This
shows that thc wurt was under the impression Ms. Cumming was a counselor.

4. Respondent waives any further findings of fuc( with respect to this matter.

COl\C1.USIO.">lS 01<'LAW

1. Respondent admits that tile conduct in this malt\.-, constitules ,ullicicnt grounds for
disciplinary or correctivc action under S.c. Code Ann, ~ 40-15.] JO (as made applicable
by S.c. Code Ann. ~ 40-15-580), Respondent further admits that a result of the
wlmis.<;ons herein, R"'p"",dent has not complied with the statutes and regulations that
govern the practice of professional counseling in Soulh Carolina, as alleged and
evidenced by the followi "g:

a, Respondent admits that her actions in (his mailer constitu\c a violation of S,c.
Code Ann. ~ 40.1-110(1)(1) in thai through her mi.representation regarding her
mediation and counseling service., Re,pondent has committed a dishonorable,
unethical, or unprofessional act that is likely to deecive, defraud, or hann the
public; and

b, Respondent's actions in this matter conslitute a violation of S.C. Code ,\nn, ~ 40-
75-30 (A}(IO) which provides: ''It is unlawful for a pen;un to practice as a
professional counselor. , . as defined within thi, article in this State without bdng
licensed in accordance with this article;" and
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Respondent's actions consli1Ule a violation of S,c. Code Ann ~ 40-75-30(C}
which provides: "A person is guilty ofpraeticing without a license if the person
represents himself or hcrsclfto be a professional counselor by the use of any tille
or description of services which incorporates the words 'licensed professional
counselor', 'protessiollai coun,e1",', or 'licensed counselor' without being
licensed by (he board;" and

d. Responden!'s actjon~in this malter conslinl1ca violation of S.c. CodeAnn. S 4().
75.110 (A)(8) in that through her misrepresentation regarding her counseling
services. R~spund~-nlviol"tcd the code of ethics adopted by the board in
regulatiollS; end

ItcSplJlllJentadmits that her actions in this matter constitute a violation of S,C
Code Ann. Regs 36-19{A) in that through her misrepresentation regarding her
mediation and coun.,eling services, Responrlent failed to avoid behavior that i,
clearly in violation of accepted moral and legal standards.

2. Responrlent herehy waives any funh.". conclusions oflaw with respect to this malter.

TIIEREt'ORE, IT IS ORDERED WITH RESPONnF:~T'S CONSENT THAT;

1. The Respondent's license shall be publicly reprimanded,

2. Respondent's license to practice in this State is suspended for three (3) year •. The
suspension may be stayed and be placed in a probationary Slaws for a period of not less
than three (3) yean, with the following specified conditions:

a. Respondent shall pay, within sixty (60) days of the execution of this Consellt
Agreement by the Board Chainnan, a civil penalty of One Thousand (Sl ,000.00)
dollars, Said pt.>nallyshall not he deemed paid until received by the Board in the
form ofa money order or cashier's check.

b. Re;,-pondentmust al1end a Board_Approved course in Ethics and provide written
documentation to the Board or its designee wllhill ntle (l) year from the dale of
the Board's action on this Agreement, The contnct hours received for this c,mrse
will not be cornlmted in the calculation of total contnet hOUTSrequired for
licensure or renewal.

3. The Respondent acknowledges that Respondent has the right to a bearing and to he
represented by caunsel in this maller, and freely, knowingly, and voluntarily waives such
rights by entering into this Consent Ag.recment. The Respondent understands and agrees
that by ""tering into this Consent Agrccm<.-Totthe Respondent ,'oluntnrily relinquishes any
right to judicial review of the Board's action(s) which may be taken concerning "ny
related malle!"'>
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II is understOQd and agreed that if Responder.! tails to meet the conciitions agreed to in
this Consent AgrcenK .••t, Respondent's license may he immediately adminislmti,'ciy
suspended pending compliance. Non.wmpliance may result in further discipline. Any
license law violations by Respondent constitute a failUre to meet the conditions of this
Consenl Agreement.

5. The Respond~'n! understands and agrees that this Consent Agreement witl not become
effective unless and until apprnved by the Board. The Respondent nnd<.-TSlandsand
agrees that this Consent Agreement, if approved, will be dis>e:minatcd as a public action
of the Board in the manner provid.d by law. The Respondent understands and agr"'"
Ih"t if (his Consent Agreement is not approved, it shall nOI conslilule an adtnission
against intcre><l in this proceeding or prejudice the right of lbe Board to udjudicale this
matter.

6. The Respondent ,hall promplly ~<lvisc this Board in wriling of any changes in add""s,
practice, privileges, professional ,tatus, or compliance with this agreement.
Correspondence and copie, of reports, notices and payments of civil penalties mentioned
he,..,in shall be directed 10'

S,c. Labor Licensing and Regulation
ATTN: Board of Examiners for the Licensure of Professional Counsc1ors,

Marriage and Fwnily nerapists and Psycho-Educational
Specialists _ Compliance

PO Box 11329
Columbia, S,c. 29211-1329

7, The Respondent un<lcrstands and agrees that if this Consent Agreement IS approved, it
shall become a public doeum~'11t under the Sonth Carolina Frcoilom of Information Ael ~
30.4-10, el seq.

8. Thi, Cunscnt Ag",~,ncnl ~hatl take etYee! immedi"tely upon fC<:eipt of a fully exeeut~
copy by the Respondent or counsel for the Respondent.

(S;g',atul"c," 011jollow;1J1( page)
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AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

/Pb./li/2-
Board Approval Dnlc

'VE CONSENT:

MARY S
Rcspon ]\1

/V~
WITNESS (orATTORNEY, ifany)~

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR THE
LlCE~SURE OF PROFESSIONAL
COUNSELORS, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPISTS, AN)) PSYCHO-
EDtiCA TJONAL SPECIALISTS

V. 1M-
DAN~ GAfu'lETT,O.M,L)1FT
Vice_President of Board

'llt/o.
Date

MEl :'<A MA..c"'N,Es,!
General Counsel
S.c. Department of Labor, Licensing & Regulation
PO Box 11329
Columbia, SC 29211-1329
(803) 896-4475
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